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may very well have a lage impact on United States militaexpenditures and commitments. [@ndirg on the ype of Stratgic
Concept that is adpted, addig new members nyaor ma not be beneficial to United States interests. Further, for those new nations,
it may or ma not be in their own interestsjiin. It would not make sense for current members to invite new countyas,tand

it would not make sense for new members to wapditg until NATO had defined its mission. Therefore, we have offered the
Bingaman amendment, which wouldjuére the United States to gatas its officialpolicy that it will not sypport new members

until after the current review of the StrgiteConcept is conpleted. We uge our collegues to spport thisprudent amendment.

Those opposinghe amendment contended:

With all due repect, this amendment jgst a relay of the Warner amendment which the Senate earljecterl. The sole
purpose of this amendment is to slow down the admission of new membanpdising an arbitray moratorium. In this case,
countries that wished foin would have to wait until NATQublished its new little blue-and-white book contanits revised
Stratgjic Concet. As our collegues have inaccurayetlescribed it, this book will cause a seminal ¢gsin NATO's course. The
reality is far different. NATO's stratgc concept is under constant review, both fornyadind informaly. Since 1991, it has been
charged ly the creation of bodies such as the PartnpifeniPeace, the Euro-Atlantic Partnepsfiiouncil, the NATO-Russian
Foundirg Act, and the NATO Ukraine Commission. It has also gedrsgnificantly due to sharreductions in its conventional
and tactical nuclear armed forces. The new statement will not chart a new course; it will reflect curyeas realibhbers now see
it. Further, the United States will retain its leadgusble and its veto authoyitWe think that anpropriate analgy would be to
conpare the accession of new members to NATO t@tbeess that has been used when apdéw States to the United States.
There has never been gu@ement to delastatehood duriptimes that constitutional amendments have been under consideration.
Similarly, we should not ipose thatytpe of artificial delg on progpective NATO members. If tlyeare reay to join, and if
members want to admit them, yhehould not have to wait. We therefogose this amendment.



